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A JII*ETTi.]G OF T}IJ :;ATJR UbE3,J OI' ElE PRICE Rr\rJR DTSTRIBI]T]O}'I
;SYSIEIi, iIeIcI ln the Frice Clty iial-I, ilarch 23, I9lr9

George:'.raterman vras chairmarr of the neeting. It convenetl at 11:15 A.hI..
I.h. I.ionson and. Iir. ],brgan, fron the state engineerrs offlce, vtrere
presidlng,

. Those present were:

I'Ionson
I',.1organ

A' P. Dimick
Ir.nln Gerber
iiilllan Robb

Price Canal Co.
,'/ellington Canal
Ploneer ]to. Iilater Users:

George'Taterrnan, Chairman
lTilllam liarsing Carbon Canal Co. Others:
1,. Q. Gold.ing Carbon Canal Co. John Bene, District lillglneer
Domenic Listelto Carbon Canal Co. Robert L. Hasselt, Cor-ri.ty Agent

and AILred Ditch j'orris H; Taytorr-Extension Cattle
George I{. H111 carbon canal co. rlarketing specialisb
lioroni llanson Carbon Canal Co. l,f. N. Draper
Ray Branch Carbon Caaal antl illtiott l(l1lpack, So11 Consersation

,ielllngton Canal_ Ser:vlce
',?. G. Grange Carbon Canal Co. Arthur id. Smith, Cor:aty Treasurer
K. A. Ililson Carbon Caaal Co. pete LionettJ. E. Petrce lrrigation Distr"lct
Rex Hathls lrrigatlon Distrlct

l,ir. r the catl ancl the minut tobe read. the calt, and as there w o be reacl,he read I oncerning a meetlng of F a reportof the me utes vrere never approved. t.'-.,'i?

Lir' Fetrce stated that no rnention was nad.e ln the report of a motion that wasthrashetl out and finally passed. Ehe motion riras that the adjucltcatlon corruaittee
recornmend to the state engineer that he cancel the assessments against the prtce
Rlver Conservatlon D1s1r'lct as erroneously charged. Mr. Critcirlow stated that hehad objected to that motion.

f ir. i'lonson read a report from the state englneer d.atecl lebmary L7, Lgt+$.
Thls report was left out of the minutes of the February IJ meetir:g heltt in theclty HaIl, and was on the method usecl to compute assessments.

There was a long d.lscu.ssion irl w?rich }ir. Gerber, Mr. Ilarslngr DIr. Peirce, luir.tJaterrnan, idr. Crltcll*, a:rd. Iir. I'{athis participated. It was th6'general opti,tonof the gIlup that they were belng assessed. double for thelr water. iulr. i,lonbon trlett
to explain that last yearrs assessnent was basecl on the actual water usect on everydltch. He asked. who the water belonged to, antl Xlr. Pelrce saitl to the people vlho
ovrn the land in the district. ur. Lionson saicl that on the state englne-rrs records
the_ storage_water vras listecl as the prop_e_rty_-of the distrlctr end pElree saicl lt wasas long as it r,nras in the reserrrolr, anti-Mr. Iilonson replled that assessnents had nvyer
been rnade on any storage water unttl la.st year. (19/+8) IIr. I'Ionson explainoct that
tlre assessnent tot L9l+7 r,vas based on a five-year average up to antt inclrrdung L9l+6.Prlor to 1948 the flgures were natural flow flgures.

Then I'ir. Pelrce sald, ttT,n LJ[6 we passecl a motlon in that meetlng that we ask
the state engi-:reer to cone ln ancl release the lnigatlon d.lstrict from this assessnent,
but the seeretary failed to get that motion. It was duJ.y rnade and carried, but was
not in the mlnutes, so the d.istrlct was assessed the sFmoo 1'Ie protested., but he did not
llsten to us. Then in l9l+7, thls was clellnquent, antl lt cane up in the ad judlcation
meeting ancl rr'ras thrashed. out thororrghly there. There r,vas a fleficlt of sone ;i87.OO and
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the lrrigation distrlct offered then to pay that deficit if they woulci cancel thelr
assessnent. ',Te made that offer and it was turned dor,vn. At that raeeting, another
motion lvas passed that they not be assessed 1n 1)lfl but the tlelinquency was carrle6 over.ni,r. Lionson replied that the assessment last year vras set up on the basis that that wouldbe paid. Irir. Peirce stated. that in order to put lt ln tbe-c1ear the erronooos oss€ss-
ment was to be cancelled.

The d.iscussion continued, &d 1,k'. l'iarsing asked. what thelr assesqnent was for1948 on the carbo1 c.u"*r. and-E]r. .;aterman aniwered. that 1t ra; +894;oli-r"= fg4g.- nr.Crltchloru lvanted to knotu-how much the men paid per ";;; "rrd ".ia that no one-blew, ancl
George Tilater:nan saiat he had. a record. of what each rnan hatl pal4 on the carbon canal.l"ir. critchlow made a statemeat to the effect that the distiict water rr:as through thePrice canal vrltlout paying for lt. Lir. iifathis clalmecf this.was not true, and. said. thatthe Allretl Ditch Corapany onty ownea au6rrt .l-ot that waier-tirat went ttr-r{ueh-tnat caral.

rt was evident there coultl jLe.no agreement without reviewing the asgessnent rorlsfot r9I+7, so Llr. I'bnson arrcl lJr. .l'atermai asted. ur. nout ii-;;'wourd go and get theassesslFnt ro11s, so that the discusslon could be ended. irir. Robb agreed., and themeeting lvas rece6sed r.mtll jir. Robb could retoro.

Drring the recess there i"ras considerable d1 scussion, ancl i,ir. ro,'aterznan fina1;lysuggested that vlhile they ruere iuaiting for 1,Ir. ilbb-io-t6tilri, they discuss the orob-lem of comblning the rlver conmissionerr s job with that of the caretaker at the HcofieldDan.

county treasurer, ad Ray lialters, Tepre_
state engineerts office and asked. ab6ut

ter conmlssioner also be the luatcb.nan atad to be cal-led jn. They decidett that
ng both Jobs 1f lt were physicatly posslble.

A dlscussion ensued on the good. points
rnentton rlras mad-e of the pay for ine lot ana

save ary money but that they woulcl get noreof the water.

Iir' '/aterman further said. that to date they had never had a river cornmissioner

There l{ras sone mentlon of ndstakes that had been mad.e ln haadling the reservolrv,rater.

I'Ir' Peirce remarkod that this -question lead to enother problem on the price liiver -the reguration of the dlversions. ti" 
".ia-ii-;i" water coulb. be properly controrled,so that the r"l_ver corunissioner eould have eomplete control of the diversion of thevrater out of Price Rlve:r lt wourd work to 

"oruioe 
the two jobs. He sald lf you couLd.get cooperatlon from the water masters on the various canals tre trro,rght a man coulclrive at the rese::voir anti also be rlver conmj.ssioner. He thor:ght it worrld work if theman had control of the diversions, but, lf it were done 1lke it 1s now, v,rlth rocks andsticks, it wor.rldntt r,rcrk.



B.r this time, l'lr. Robb had retr:rned w"ith the assessment ro1ls, ancl aftorlooking then over-, 1Ir. Gerber, li3. liiarslng, aad Lir. peirce fett that they understoodthelr assesgnent better, and Ltr. i,onson lvas abfe to point out to thern that therehad bsen no double charge. A d.iscussi.oa ensued..

Then trIr. Peiree sai-tl, '?r think the irrlgation district worrltl be wllJ.ing to paythis clellnquent assessment on t[e- couaitioi-Eiat you con[inu6-io assess on the baslsthat you assessed. in 1948. In vietv of the figures IIr. Lionson has shormr here. it isonly rlght and' fair we pav the aerinquent-"i-r3"",nnt. trrrl-c"it'"frroi"-"ot-i"It]d,'*a
they askecl hlrn to look at the figures, but lir. Critchlor,v felt they coul_d. not ansvrrerhis question.

i*ir"rJaterman felt a vote should be taken on it, but dlscusslon continued. Ilir.Gerber wanted' to loow v,rhat the vote, rivas. on_, the dlrect flow or aJ.l waters includlng thereserroi-r water, and' ilir. Pelrce wanteci to linow if the rrrie"iion dlstrlct vrogld. be
atives of various d.itch comtantos shorrLd

rvan:ed. to know if companies vrho failecl
e forced to psJ, ther, and he wasner had the power to shut the gates
water cornmtssloner was the ileputy of

I'ir. iiaternan again prwai
sure what rrrey were votri.g on, Il,,,llt i:t"r:t**"#1"ffij;L:L*"basecl on d.ire6t flovr, t["T i;- Iike to have it assessed if it iscl-ear to the state engineerts . peLrce said., tolr. Ilonson, wllJ- youtake lt upon yourse.l-f to go to the Attourn-ey general antl ask hirn for_another opinion,
f,t$"tl f!rt$l"fj,rll*"|F"U ;nd*Fg"iig5i,,iiio he assess"" ti" inaividuai,-i"t," .

e as indlvlclual.s or as rights on thete accord.ing to rlghts, and ldr. }iathiserialize. Crltch]-ow wanted. to how what
snrered that rights on the rlver was vtr at

Idarsln€ then a.runended the rnotion to say:of the total a-niount of wator.

Lir' Ielrce mad'e a moti-on that a vote be taken accord.ing to the rlgbts. .,t. Id.
ffi:";#;iil"t :Tot::to". 

rhe vote shoured ten ror, &d rri. critcruoi againsi,

Then I'ir' Gerber nad'e a motion that assessnents be made 1n tbe futr,ue as in rgt+g.LIr. Marsing secondecl the motlon, and 9 voted. aye, aatl one opposed (I;ir. critchlovr) .
ur' iiater:nan askecl for a decisi-o-n on the water eonunissionerrs job being conblned.with that of earetqker at-ttre oam.--rG.-ii"i"-Iir"?antea-il;ai;*;or" tn" nan nad.e con-nissioner lcnew that the meetlng uas belng herd for that purpose, and he was assured.that all inen conceraed. had boen notified of the meetlngo

?here rvas more discussi.on.or-r ttris lrobl-qr alg pgme mentlon ga{e gl snow surveysrequired' ilr. Robb sEatea-t[a-t'rai[-ipiil;*fd ha rd;"t e"]-;; made the snow surweys.I'ir' Pelree suggested that it night be possiule to have two men, but have the caretalcer

-T
Lir. ;ilaterman reported that a conrmlttee went up overto look it over and make a report. The ::eport was to be

the rlver the day before
made at this meeting.

iire vote to assess on the basis

i,
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talce eare of the conrnissionerrs duties at the resenolr, md have the rlver com-
mlssioner ln Price taking eare of the ctistrlbution. the one at the d.an could be adeputy and work out a schedule of paymeot between the two. Mr. Ii,Ionson felt thatthe systam was not large enough to-watrant two river eonrmissloners, and. 1f the manat the dan were to act ln that capaclty at the dan, the river commissioner woul-dhave to be re.sponsible for the job annway.

rt vras d.ecid.ed to ret thls rnatter drop for the time being.

I"1r. :Iaterman then qave the. report of tho conmittee that had investigatett therlver the day before. He roported.-that: ]. rire ivn:r-oiicfr-iras-aZ-ifsh-i"iifr"ffflume. i$o controls over the amount of water. 2. z D|teh has a 9_inch Parshall flrlne thab is vrashed out. Their fl contror gate sothe ?arshal-I flume doesnrt do my good.o 3. The B ch has good head._gates out of the river but they have no contnors. evices for thev'rater. 4. The Sprlng GIen canat has a good headgate but no measurlng d.evlce andno control. Diversion works oK. rt is recorrurend.ed that they come d.ovrnr belolrr thosteel flume and' put ln a Parshall fl-me and eontror gate. The soil ccnse::nation menthought it vras possible to put a flume rn irrJre at nf,e rairroaa.--it-t*"-sGiesteathat the sarne thing the carbon oaaar has r^rouId work. 5. The oberto Dltch has noParshall flume. They have a gate that cea be fairly rveil controtred., bu-t it cannot bewell Ditch is the same _ there is no
er up the river there is a parshall flr.une ./
ch has a parshall flume but not control
d. a-llttle rnore vrork to do on the head_

scre*r gates. " used' on a:Ll drversions up the river -

cole,tffi 53n:;: U|idtg+:* f{.t*r+S* Kilrpack, Yilliam Robb, rr. '.i. Goldlng, Hi,oson

In surnming up, there are only three gates on the rtver that are head.gates.

rt was asked if the enginors office would see that proper gates were instarrecland repaired.

liir' Gerber mad.e a motlon thai, they go ahead and appoi.:et a river cornmissioner.Then iir. Idarsirg mad.e a rnotion that thly adjourn for five minutes to discuss the matterof a rlver cornmj'ssj-oner. iir. Goldlng 
"econd.ed. 

the motion, arr a.,;reed, antl tbey ad.journed.for a recess.

At the reassernbly, I,I1. 'ifaternan stated that he had two rvrltten aopllcations forrt'rater commissionerr one fron Leon I;i. olson and one from lrioronl Hanson. LIr. Robb thenstated that he had no r'vritten application in, but if the r,,rater users savr flt to reappointhim he norv had s*bmitted his vei'6ar .ppii".[io".
[Ir. Bold.lng__noniaated ]iioroni n-anson for river commissioner; Kenneth I,,IIIson secondedthe nominetion;-i,ir. D;;p;;;;;;h that nonri""tiorr" erose, ud ivir.,anson was appointetllliver comrntssloner by acclamqtlon. There were eight fotes for, none opposed..

rn view of the fact that the meeting had gone overtime it was suggested. that a votebe taken on the buttget as it was set up io" I9,/€. I'.,Ir. eerUer rnaAe a motion to thateffect, ijr. Draper second.ed it, aod it'ira"-u""lpt"d by acclamatloa.

After a dlscusslon it vuas c.ecld-ed that tho new rj.ver cornmis,Fioner should take uphls tlutles as of April 1. L,ir. j?obb had expregsed the destre to 6"-;;i";;;?-tfruttlme' rtr. Gording made the notion to release iuir. Robb as of Anril 1, Mr. Draper second.ed.the motion, arrd. all agreed.

l'{r. Pelrce rngde a motion to ad.jou:n, it rvas
place at 1:55 p.M. sec Journment took


